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Abstract:

This research presents a comprehensive examination and analysis of five
inscriptions inscribed in Musnad script on stone fragments from the cities of
Wadi al-Jawf. Three of these inscriptions, composed in the Ma'in dialect,
pertain to vows. The first inscription is attributed to the city of Nashan
(presently identified as Al-Sawda) and 1s dated to the reign of King Yagh,
whose rule is estimated to have occurred in the last quarter of the eighth
century BCE. This inscription addresses various aspects of religious and
political life, particularly focusing on the king's installation through the
offering of a throne dedicated to the deity Aran Yad.

The second inscription, also from Nashan, pertains to the offering of a
sacrifice in the form of a goat to unnamed deities within the city, a duty that
was mandated for the individual in order to ensure the safety of his son. This
inscription is estimated to date back to the seventh and sixth centuries BCE.

The third inscription is derived from the city of Ma'in and describes the
act of its owners offering incense to the deity Wadd during their sacrifices,
thereby seeking his favor.

The fourth and fifth inscriptions exhibit an architectural character. The
fourth inscription originates from Yathil/Baraqish and features symbols
representing the letter "h" on its right side, alongside a seal for the deity
Athtar and an image of a serpent, which likely served a symbolic purpose as
an amulet commonly placed within architectural structures for protection.
This inscription discusses the construction of a tower named Yashbam,
which is likely indicative of one of the towers in Yathil Baraqish. The fifth
inscription, which also comes from Ma'in, addresses the construction of a
wall and its rear facade, potentially referring to the wall of the city of

Qarnaw.
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The significance of these inscriptions is underscored by their novelty,
as they have not been previously published. Furthermore, some inscriptions
introduce new Ma'in terminology that enriches the Ma'in lexicon. They
provide insights into notable figures, locations, and data that enhance our
understanding of the ideological, economic, and social dynamics prevalent
in the cities of Wadi al-Jawt. This research includes a detailed study of these
inscriptions concerning their description, dating, and interpretation in
Arabic, while systematically reviewing their themes and extrapolating

relevant data.

Keywords: Inscriptions, Vows, Construction, Al-Jawf.

:Qw\j )}»JJ\ pN L}

A40 Museum of the faculty of Arts the University Sana'a

CIH Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum

CSAI Corpus of South Arabian Inscriptions I —III, (http://
dasi.humnet.unipi.-it/index.php/id).

DhM Dhamar Museum

Haram A Group OF Inscriptions found in the Site of the Haram

Kamna A Group OF Inscriptions found in the City of Kamna

al-Jawf A Group OF Inscriptions found in the Cities of al-Jawf

M Minaic Inscriptions Corpus of

Ma‘in Ma‘in City Inscriptions Group

Mafray-Darb Al -sabi Mission Archéologique Frangaise Sur le Site de Darb al- Sabi

Na Inscription published by A.al-Nashiri.

RES Repertoire depigraphie Semitique

Y Inscriptions of the Ytl Baraqish, Published by Gherardo Gnoli

YM Sana'a (The National Museum

VAY



g ‘*?‘\\2?’

(Rlyag Jols) gl camey OURS 3ae o Bkidr g o0 glagy G2
B‘JLB )J\nﬂl\
£S31 OT A -

O WU SR

NV=€T o Y YT (V))g Ol Al e et 2B -

o 1Y Te (Y A)g Oy Ak Ly s iy O ke e B Rk i
XY —yoy

W At 4Bl -
Y VY Lo VAVA (YV)g Ol A e e sl 5B
34,0 Slalys) ) Agpall 1S3 el el (3 S sy o131y SV

AV 5o VAT slaio gl Samdly Slubll) (STe (8ynab

YU =102 VA8 () OMyy A oWy -

o) e 3 o B8 Y el 1T G limy O gl Ol O
02 )28 (@aes (Y dnke (el W) dgan (il S Gy darle ¢ S93,0
AT =Ny

OBy e bt 1 slaio Gaslr Ohgtae , gl waall 109579 (Gl Ogtamy —
AVAAY (@ Ol 156 (st

(VN RIS, oSS Wy ((pVYmp BV ) OLE Wbly oo Yl i S (pud -
Y oY o dasls

Analr GBI RIS, o8B Wl i) dcad) BLAN (3 0l A 1plie (sled) —
A Gl

UL ) ¢ "l sl e Bt Age e bel3 TAS Sgmudly (Olasluw (ool -
AY Y0 Cpbll (Vb sl cluhdlly Sl L

Lo s dmsd) —

—1299 el padly dsllall gl ol a8l (V)b el o) 2 & ol -
RN

VAE



s??‘;-'%
(Rlyag Jols) gl camey OURS 3ae o Bkidr g 00 glawy G2

YA el O ls Slgdan (adl el sl 3 Slals ils ol
kot gl gl (s ghaall

bl 2l ((Y)g S Al Bl apalll VAU (3 s " AST 305 g oSl ]

AT = VoY o ) AN clao (lEly S )5 ol ((VV)g

XYY an alall Gadly aslbl cglis ls (V) B gy i i a8 aelss

e Chwg o (gshall

BBV s el Wl (358 apadl SlelaY)eddl a3 SlslasYl -
YT Gl sl (oY)

OV RS Ly B d 0oy Ay (B)lie A Al citaal) sl BLANT —
Y YN celaio drals (3LSY) pslally

Gaalr Al (Al dlly Bgall AN (3 AL)s Sl BB e L g a5
80t —teT oY Yo (Y)g (&) casludY) pslall slaio

0F Oy Uz i) ) Jem Olelall GUST (3 el " e Chngy cdills

Ao )Y e O AAA

B W o ) B g (3 e IS el s el Land” e (e

Lo ¥ ctall Bty aladl 5D psiie BT (3 by SO LS el 080 e s

YV E gy 03y (ol U] @) g

RS TENRUIVI VIRV AR VIV W OWA IS, [ P e m g ¢ g (e

YNV ((T1)p eslegsl Al (SIS Ll QAN e i e e 650

Yo-=Yo

Slse or iV Bl wadll e sat sl sboll il 1 8y Olgdsly ¢ e (e

YooV slaio ded dslam ¥ Goiall ((Y)r (s

S g8V 0 ) @Al el 3 gl Sl (oleall A J A e o el

YooY o dpe 2 (250 T

1&9 RVl “.«”“E

VAo



s??‘;-'%
(Rlyag Jols) gl camey OURS 3ae o Bkidr g 00 glawy G2

el Wy ((B)g 3:32) slavar byl Gl degast o il Lo deds 3o -
XY elaro dmslr (ALY pskally OV ST BN o
52 (1)L (Y )z (Beled) SR Bl Bpazens ) 8pidl o)l g5 LU —
YOYY gadly aell
YooY ¢slane 2SI I Vg ) Py O ons s~ w2l gl o il
Mg RS B ) (e )Bnd BB e B A1) AL pei e die (LSS
AYY=AVY oYV Y (Y g jSOY) Ods daslr A
Galall dazy Olagdl e dat Gl el oyl OL e ) JUa ¢ yglasa )
N8 (Al S sl s Ol (o ((F) b sdnal)
et e (gl
Ay sV Gl O Ganie 4] Ja¥1 O e Oy (939 L Hsle a3 el -
yelaio Aaal (O Y IS¢yl B ¢ oS A BT, paidl IV e 20

Yooy

—oV o (Yo Yo ((VV)g Oy Ale (p 8 V= A O O Hsle sege e s
Y
Loy 12" Olesy W3l asly S o o oS S e n Bl psks -
LEom\Y e, Y Yo ,(VA)E
el Bl (B0 Bal3)e ¥ —p B A O e OLES Budke thast Byl cagdl
Y OVA B el (V) &S ()
a2 e A 3 G el 1S3 edd e U5l 5 L oS g
(3ied (JY) dnkas (g2 Al dgms il dast Chwg daxle (So2 2l
LAY —do0,e 114414
A o ! FEIEY-]
(o 3 ddat) Bl dadas 6 SV etz 52 (YD Yz Oz JUSY
A

VAV E bl s (g SV e e 5 (Ol B Bho —

VAT



g

(Rlyag Jols) gl camey OURS 3ae o Bkidr g 00 glawy G2

- Arbach, M, Le madabien: Lexique - Onomastique et Grammaire d'une
langue de 1'Arabie méridionale préislamique. Tome I. Lexique madabien
Comparé aux lexiques sabéen, qatabanite et hadramawtique, AixenProvence,
1993.

- Ghul, M.‘A., NewQatabaniinscriptions in: BSOAS 22, 1959; p 1 —22.

- Jamme, Albert W.F. 1996. Miscellanées d'ancient arabe XIX. Washington.
2025/04/17;

- Leslau, W, Comparative Dictionary of Geez (Classical Ethiopic). Geez-
English / English-Ge‘ez, Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 1987.

- Piamenta, M, Dictionary of Post-Classical Yemeni Arabic 2 vols, Leiden,
Brill, 1990-1991.

— Sima, A. Tiere, Pflanzen, Steine und Metalle in den altsiidarabischen
Inschriften, Wiesbaden, 2000.

- http://saaueb- uni / ena. De / sabaweb / suche/ suche ioerd) 3V el

- https://www jstor.org/stable/community.38250296. [Privately print]

- http; // www.csal. humnet. unipi.it ayyd! ayall 5ol &gde Loy,

- S wswww.dohadictionary.org https;//

VAV



B R R . _5(\“‘"&-;
(Aulydg Jobd) ol camng OLES ke o Sikikr g 00 glay @;@

(V ol = ) 2 2()) s

YAA



. 5 . a5
(Alydg JokE) Codb cpmeg OLGS Gusks (o0 B ool 02 u|='-..'.| @

log |

(Y OUa = gyef ) 08) padl oY syl

i

VA4



_5(\“‘"&-;
(Aalydy Joh) DByl ameg LGS ke 0 Bikpor gl () JI=-..'.I @

(V ome =il 5op¥ ) pdd) g am)

(M198= ¥ (nxe — iy,e) il 10 iy

VA



ol
29

¥

n

—as Ll i dalelldigll
General Organization of Antiquities and Museums
sl
pY Yo [ayety

raydan@goam.gov.ye





